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nounced that he would fight Gates by erecting a gigan-
tic rod mill at Pittsburgh. He let it be known that he
was planning a railroad from Pittsburgh to the Atlantic
to rival the Pennsylvania. Early in the summer he an-
nounced that he had purchased land for the immediate
construction of a $12,000,000 tube plant at Conneaut,
Lake Erie terminus of his Bessemer Railroad. This was
a declaration of war upon the National Tube Company,
just floated by J. P. Morgan & Company. Andy blandly
answered a rush of rumors.
"The policy of the Carnegie Company,** he asserted,
"is to co-operate in every way with its fellow manufac-
turers in the industrial world, and not to push itself
into any new field save in self-defence. We did not leave
the National Tube Company. They left us, which they
had a perfect right to do, of course. Now we are ready
to shake hands and co-operate with them in the most
friendly spirit. We are better for them than a dozen
small concerns, conducted in a small jealous way. We
believe there is room enough for the two concerns," etc.
A little later Carnegie changed his tactics. President
Schwab brought back from Skibo a message which was
permitted to reach the public:
If I were czar (of the Carnegie Company), I
would make no dividends upon common stock, save
all surplus, and spend it for a hoop and cotton-tie
mill, for wire and nail mills, for tube mills, for
lines of boats upon the Lakes for our manufac-
tured articles, and to bring back scrap, etc.... Put
your trust in the policy of attending to your own
business in your own way and running your mills,
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